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1. Key Strategic Insights
Artificial Intelligence, Data and Digital Transformation

Members recognised Al's growing potential to improve efficiency and data management across the
sector but stressed that professional judgement, accountability and technical expertise must
remain central to practice. The panel highlighted the need for clear governance, trusted data
frameworks and practical guidance to support responsible adoption of Al and emerging
technologies.

Skills, Education and Workforce Development

Skills shortages remain a key concern, particularly across geospatial, minerals and environmental
disciplines, where declining academic provision continues to threaten future capacity. Members
welcomed the growth of apprenticeships and stronger industry-academic collaboration to help
build a sustainable talent pipeline.

Climate Resilience and Land Use

Climate change, extreme weather and competing land-use demands continue to present significant
challenges for the sector. Members emphasised the need for greater resilience planning and
balanced policies that support food production, biodiversity, natural capital, renewable energy and
rural development.

Economic Confidence and Market Conditions

Members reported ongoing economic and regulatory pressures affecting both rural and
commercial markets, with SMEs facing challenges around profitability and compliance costs. The
panel highlighted the importance of policies that support investment, market confidence and long-
term sector growth.

Planning, Data and Regulatory Reform

The panel welcomed progress towards more data-driven and digitally enabled planning systems,
recognising the potential benefits of improved interoperability and integrated data. However,
members stressed that successful implementation would depend on robust governance, consistent
standards and trusted information sources.
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2. PGP Member Activities and External Engagement
Duncan Moss OBE

Represented the profession internationally through CLGE, FIG and geospatial leadership
activities; he also supported the RICS Land Journal through the coordination of subject matter
experts for a proposed rural wildfire article due for publication in Q3 2026.

Julia Stolle

Contributed to the RICS Surveyors Acting as Expert Witnesses (5th Edition) Expert Working Group,
and continued engagement with HM Land Registry to improve consistency in determined
boundary processes.

3. Key Achievements
Al and Digital Leadership

The panel provided valuable member insight into the opportunities and risks associated with Al
adoption across surveying disciplines, helping inform wider RICS work on responsible Al, digital
planning, interoperability and professional standards.

Progress on Professional Standards

Significant progress continues across the Land & Natural Resources professional standards
portfolio, including natural capital, biodiversity net gain, renewable energy,
telecommunications, minerals and boundary-related guidance, supported by extensive
member engagement and expert working groups.

Strengthening Research, Skills and Future Capability

Members reinforced the importance of supporting academic pathways, apprenticeships and
research initiatives across specialist disciplines, helping to address future skills shortages and
strengthen long-term professional resilience.
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Delivering confidence

We are RICS. As a member-led chartered professional body
working in the public interest, we uphold the highest technical
and ethical standards.

We inspire professionalism, advance knowledge and support
our members across global markets to make an effective
contribution for the benefit of society. We independently
regulate our members in the management of land, real
estate, construction and infrastructure. Qur work with others
supports their professional practice and pioneers a natural
and built environment that is sustainable, resilient and
inclusive for all.

Enquiries
contactrics@rics.org
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