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A shared
tradition

I

International relations is a
question of perspective: we
need to see ourselves as
others see us. As a country,
the UK tends to have an
offshore perspective of its
neighbours. Then comes
the 2018 European Year
of Cultural Heritage: is it a
mirror, reflecting the way we
see ourselves, or a window,
showing how others do?
Though given formal
status by the European
Commission, the Year of
Cultural Heritage is what we
choose to make of it. The
UK may be close to leaving
the EU, but we should not
underestimate how keen
the other 31 countries
are to maintain working
relationships with us.
Long before Maastricht,
and long after Brexit, the
UK and Europe will have
a common way of getting
things done. Call it tradition,
or values, or propensity. The
Year of Cultural Heritage
isn’t a self-indulgent
immersion in nostalgia but
a recognition that while
political and economic
trends fluctuate, the cultural
pulse is reassuringly steady,

Graham Bell is UK National Coordinator of the
2018 European Year of Cultural Heritage and
Director of the North of England Civic Trust
graham.bell@nect.org.uk

as the 2018 Eurobarometer
for the 28 EU member
states shows. Identity is
a resilient and enduring
characteristic to which
people default when
other circumstances are
uncertain. The programme
for the year reveals
that much UK cultural
heritage and identity are
inextricably connected with
Europe, which influences
our standards, offers us
inspiration, and shapes the
market forces that affect us.

A year in the UK
Part of the Year of Cultural
Heritage is a call to action,
with a projected outcome
of 10,000 activities and 1m
participants across the 32
countries involved.
The UK programme is
performing well, most likely
because tradition and
cultural expression count
for so much here, and
perhaps also as an antidote
to Brexit. The spectrum
of participation is wide,
including traditional country
estates, historic areas of
urban regeneration and
new towns.
The 51-year-old Milton
Keynes is for instance using
2018 to link with European
networks of garden cities,
new towns and emerging
settlement models.
Meanwhile, Glasgow
City Heritage Trust has
considered whether its
distinctive tenements
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have followed more of a
European model than a
British one, and is looking
at how to conserve their
character and market value.
The bicentenary of
English landscape designer
Humphry Repton’s death
also affords an opportunity
to explore his influence
across Europe. Elsewhere,
the Institute of Historic
Building Conservation in
Belfast considered an Irish
perspective on influences
from Europe in conservation
practice there.
At first glance, the 2018
European Year of Cultural
Heritage may not seem to
resonate with the day job
of surveyors. But seeing
surveying as a distinctive
UK cultural tradition as
well as a profession could
change perspectives and
open up new markets here.
As the year promotes
expertise based on
common cultural values as
well as professional ones,
UK practitioners may gain
a competitive edge across
the continent as well. C
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Historic Environment Scotland has drawn on a range of natural hazard data to assess the
risk to its properties in care from the changing climate, writes David Harkin

Conservation in
a changing climate

T

he very existence
of our historic
environment as
we know it today
is testament
to its innate
resilience and
ability to adapt
to change. Historic Environment Scotland
(HES) cares for 336 monuments of
national and international significance,
covering more than 5,000 years of
the nation’s history. Many of these
monuments have had to adapt to change
in the past and they are all now having
to respond somehow to our changing
climate. The unprecedented scale of
climate change means that to futureproof
our properties in care (PICs) effectively,
as well as the wider historic environment,
we need to think about novel ways of
building on their inherent resilience.
To guide our next steps, we have
recently undertaken an initial assessment
of natural hazard risk to inform a climate
change risk assessment of these PICs.
The principle behind this project was to
help us identify the sites we believe to be
most at risk from climate change, which
in turn allows us to prioritise actions to
help safeguard these sites for future
generations. We see this project as a
continuing piece of work, with the results
recorded and published so far a snapshot
of this ongoing process.

Discharging duties
Our risk assessment project has its roots
in a series of legislative drivers issued by
the Scottish Government including the
Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009,
which places duties on public bodies to
undertake adaptation programmes. HES
is identified as a major player under the
act, owing to its size and influence.
32 OC TOBER/NOVEMBER 2018

Guidance clarifying these duties,
Public Bodies Climate Change Duties:
Putting Them into Practice was published
in 2011 (https://bit.ly/2LXHW9J). The
Scottish Climate Change Adaptation
Programme, established in 2014 after
being constituted in the 2009 act,
specifically makes HES responsible for
quantifying heritage assets affected
by climate change using geographical
information systems (GIS), and creating a
climate change risk register for the PICs.
The programme also sets out Scottish
ministers’ objectives as well as policies
and proposals to tackle the impacts of
climate change in Scotland.
Aside from these legislative drivers,
in undertaking this assessment we also
recognise the importance of proactively

addressing changing climatic conditions
and their present impact on our PICs.
As Scotland’s lead public body for the
historic environment, we have a duty to
set an example and disseminate guidance
and information that can help others
to play their part in safeguarding our
national heritage.
The greatest driving force for this
project, however, is that Scotland’s
climate is changing (see Figure 1). The
past century has been characterised by
overall warming and altered precipitation
patterns, leading to wetter and warmer
winters and drier and warmer summers.
We are also experiencing increased
frequency of extreme and unpredictable
weather events. Together with rising
sea level, these mean the outlook for

Figure 1
A summary of the key average changes in Scotland’s climate, measured since
the 1960s. Source: Scotland’s Climate Trends Handbook, 2014
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Figure 2A

Figure 2B

The inherent risk score, which does not take into account
any mitigating factors or controls already in place at PICs

An assessment of staff and visitor presence at PICs alters
the inherent risk score to produce the residual risk score

Acceptable
10.80%

Very high
7.96%

Very high
18.18%

INHERENT RISK

Acceptable
46.59%

RESIDUAL RISK
High
45.45%

High
71.02%

Scotland’s historic environment is
uncertain unless we act now.

Working in partnership
To carry out a project of this scale
successfully, we joined forces with the
Scottish Environment Protection Agency
(SEPA) and the British Geological Survey
(BGS), which both supplied various
nationwide data sets on natural hazards.
Work with the BGS fell within the terms
of an existing memorandum of agreement
between the two organisations, while
SEPA was able to assist us under Action
on Climate Change, a joint statement on
our shared responsibilities.
Ordnance Survey base mapping
was provided under the One Scotland
Mapping Agreement, and Adaptation
Scotland offered guidance and support
through its Adaptation Learning
Exchange Task Group. The latter gave
us opportunities to sense-check our
approach and learn from other member
organisations, including the NHS
Scotland and Scottish Water, which were
carrying out similar assessments at the
same time.

The data assessed
We collated six natural hazard data sets
in total from SEPA and the BGS, those
being fluvial, pluvial, groundwater and
coastal flooding, landslides, and coastal
erosion. These were integrated into an
ArcGIS database, then, using GIS, we ran
spatial queries that involved overlaying

the hazard maps with the boundary
information for each PIC.
The results of this analysis then
allowed us to assign likelihood scores for
each of the six hazards at each of the
336 properties. Depending on the data
set in question, these scores were either
quantitative return periods – such as the
estimated extent of a one-in-10-year flood
event at a specific site – or a qualitative
account based on the presence or
absence of various causative factors – to
say whether, for example, the hazard is
likely to occur at this site.
We focused on current risk from
natural hazards because this acts as
an indicator of susceptibility to climate
change; hazards such as flooding and
coastal erosion will only increase in
severity as climate change intensifies.
In order to develop a consistent
scoring method for this initial baseline
assessment, we then assigned an impact
score to each of the PICs, according to
both the type of hazard and the type of
property. Broadly speaking, our estate
can be broken down into three groups
based on property type:
1. roofed monuments
2. unroofed monuments with high masonry
3. unroofed monuments with low
masonry, standing and carved stones
and field monuments.
We then made some general assumptions
based on the impact of any given hazard
at these sites. For example, a roofed

monument that is likely to have decorative
interiors and furnishings is less able to
recover from any type of flood than an
unroofed ruin; therefore, the impact is
higher for the former.
This approach was appropriate for the
early phase of the project as it allowed
us to record a broad overview of risk
across our estate through a desk-based
assessment. The results were initially
alarming: we recorded an unacceptable
level of risk at almost 90% of our PICs,
which was the inherent risk score (see
Figure 2A).
We then considered staff and visitor
presence at each of our PICs. Some sites
are staffed and open year-round, some
are only open at certain times of the
year with a seasonal staff presence, and
others have no regular staff presence.
If a site was open all year round with
a consistent staff presence then we
lowered the risk score there as we
n
recognised there would be a proactive

Hazards such as
flooding and coastal
erosion will only
increase in severity
as climate change
intensifies
OC TOBER/NOVEMBER 2018
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Blackness Castle

Blackness Castle
Blackness Castle is located in the Scottish
central belt, standing on the banks of the
Firth of Forth at the port that served the
Royal Burgh of Linlithgow in medieval
times. Built in the 15th century as a lordly
residence for the Crichtons, one of
Scotland’s more politically powerful families
at the time, it soon took on other roles.
It became a royal castle in 1453, then a
garrison fortress, a state prison and, by the
late 19th century, an ammunitions depot.
The castle was decommissioned after
the First World War and has subsequently
become a popular visitor attraction.

Risk assessment and hazards
This HES study shows that Blackness
Castle is at high risk from fluvial,
groundwater, pluvial and coastal flooding
as well as coastal erosion (see Figures A
and B), while the site is at medium risk from
ground instability. These risk scores were
calculated on the basis that the property is
an occupied, roofed monument; is staffed;
allows visitors year-round, albeit with limited
access during the winter months; and
houses a range of collections documenting
the castle’s varied uses over the centuries.
Blackness Castle occupies a relatively
small proportion of the area managed at
this site by HES, and the building itself
enjoys some protection from its own
impressive curtain wall. The south-east
corner of the area managed by HES,
however, is particularly susceptible to fluvial
flooding due to the presence of a small
stream entering the Firth of Forth, as well
as being at high risk from coastal flooding
and coastal erosion. To mitigate against
these hazards, a small retaining wall was
constructed to protect this vulnerable area
of the site. This makes it a good example
of a site where interventions have already
been carried out to mitigate the risk of
particular hazards.

Note: In each figure below, the green line indicates the extent of
the land for which HES is responsible
Figure A Blackness coastal flooding
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Figure B Blackness coastal erosion

Climate trends
Historic weather station data from the
Met Office was obtained for more detailed
analysis of changing weather patterns at
HES sites. Data from a range of weather
stations across the central belt of Scotland
shows that annual rainfall totals have
been increasing steadily since the early
1960s, with approximately 200mm more
rain now falling annually in the area around
Blackness Castle.
In keeping with the general trend across
Scotland, climate change will result in
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Source: Crown copyright/SEPA. All rights reserved. Full acknowledgement of
data providers and participating parties is available at https://bit.ly/2nAjfCH
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n response to a hazard, lowering its overall

Climate
change will
result in
warmer and
wetter winters
and hotter and
drier summers
for the site
warmer and wetter winters and hotter
and drier summers for the site. The
UKCP09 climate change projection
tool was used to investigate what the
likely range of change may be. Under
a high-emissions, “business as usual”
scenario, winters at Blackness Castle
could be up to 10% wetter than they
are currently, while the average
maximum and minimum temperatures
may rise by up to 2.6°C and 2.2°C
respectively. In the same scenario,
summers could be 13% drier, with
the average maximum and minimum
temperatures rising by 3.6°C and
2.9°C respectively.

Future outlook
A full appraisal of risk at Blackness
Castle is due to be carried out in the
next phase of our project, and will
include a more detailed desk-based
assessment of historical changes in
environmental conditions at the site.
This will include using resources such
as Dynamic Coast, an interactive
tool created as part of the National
Coastal Change Assessment for
Scotland (www.dynamiccoast.com).
This assessment has established
historical coastal change in order to
estimate past erosion and accretion
rates around Scotland’s soft coastline,
and the results have provided a basis
for a 50-year projection of coastal
change. Another key component
of assessing risk at sites such as
Blackness Castle is to speak to the
people who work at these properties,
as their insight and experience of
working on the front line will be an
invaluable source of information.

impact. By doing so we calculated a
residual risk score, and these results
showed that 53% of our sites were
actually at an unacceptable level of risk
(see Figure 2B).
The case study (left) illustrates one
such assessment we made.

Integrating the results
This evaluation of climate change risk
on our estate is helping to improve our
conservation decision-making processes.
The results of our assessment inform an
important strand of consideration in the
prioritisation of funds for maintenance
and conservation works, thus allowing
more efficient use of limited resources.
The results also allow us to adopt
a more proactive rather than reactive
approach to dealing with the impacts
of climate change. This strategic
approach will benefit us, as well as the
wider historic environment, by enabling
the development of methodologies to
assess risks and plan for future impacts,
strengthening climate change resilience
throughout the sector.

What next?
This baseline assessment is a solid
starting point for more detailed
investigations of risk across our estate.
This will involve conducting site visits
and speaking to staff and others who
manage and use these sites to enhance
our understanding of risk. We will initially
focus on those sites identified as being
most at risk in this baseline assessment.
Incorporating the results of the UK
Climate Projections (UKCP) for 2009
and 2018 (https://bit.ly/1r6u7Up) will be
crucial in making this project a Climate
Change Risk Assessment. UKCP09,
soon to be superseded by UKCP18, is an
online tool that allows users to generate
detailed climate change projections for
variables such as temperature and rainfall
over different future timescales. We will
be able to use this tool to establish which
regions of the country are most likely
to experience the greatest impacts of
changing weather patterns, and therefore
begin to work out how our sites in
these regions can be best prepared to
withstand these changes.

The scale of impacts
To date, we have focused on
investigating the macro-scale hazards
associated with climate change such as
flooding and coastal erosion. However,
there are a host of micro-scale impacts

that can be just as damaging, such as the
decay of stonework.
Scotland has a rich geological history
that has resulted in stone being used
in the construction of large swathes
of the historic environment. Stone
decays naturally over time at varying
rates depending on the type used, and
these decay rates are enhanced by
external factors such as poor detailing
or misguided interventions and repairs.
Climate change is now another important
external factor that acts to exacerbate
existing problems.
Water is the major factor in the
chemical, biological and physical decay
processes that are particularly prolific
in the deterioration of stonework, and
with changing precipitation patterns set
to intensify, these issues will become
increasingly difficult to rectify. Factoring
in an assessment of the vulnerability of
different stone types across our estate is
just one measure that would enhance the
results of our risk assessment.

Sharing the knowledge
Our risk assessment is one of a range of
HES research projects on topics such as
climate change adaptation of traditional
buildings, maintaining such buildings, and
making them more energy-efficient. The
results of these workstreams have all
been published in free guidance aimed
at professionals and homeowners who
have a duty of care for traditionally
constructed buildings.
These principles are also central to
the remit of the recently opened Engine
Shed, Scotland’s national building
conservation centre in Stirling (see
Building Conservation Journal December
2017/January 2018, pp.28–29). b

David Harkin is a climate change scientist at
Historic Environment Scotland
david.harkin@hes.scot

A Climate Change Risk Assessment
https://bit.ly/2v17YhM
Short Guide: Climate Change Adaptation for
Traditional Buildings
https://bit.ly/2uZFUvh
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ver the past year,
we have secured
recognition
of the RICS
Historic Building
Professional
Certification
(rics.org/bcas)
from UK heritage agencies, with each
of them having now formally adopted it
as a requirement for lead professional
advisors on repair grants. The result has
been growth in demand for certification,
and as we continue to engage with
like-minded built environment
professional bodies and other heritage
stakeholders – the Church of England, the
Historic Environment Forum, the Society
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings
(SPAB) and other amenity societies – new
opportunities are presenting themselves.
Most recently, we have been working
with the building surveyors at the National
Trust. One of the strategic aims of the
trust is to look after the places we love,
and its building surveyors are vital to
achieving this objective. With an annual
intake of assistant building surveyors,
the trust recognises the importance of
conservation credentials in addition to the
chartered surveying qualification.

Trust
in us
John Klahn relates how
RICS is working with
the National Trust’s
building surveyors
The assistant building surveyors
are supported and encouraged to
attend the RICS–SPAB Conservation
Summer School, pursuing their
chartered qualification and then the
RICS certification. Likewise, at RICS we
recognise the opportunity the National
Trust provides to its building surveyors to
gain the necessary experience.
Nicholas Dutton FRICS, Lead Building
Surveyor for the London and South East
Region at the trust, is driving engagement
between RICS and regional building
surveyors with the aim of developing
a nationwide programme towards

Glass for
period windows

certification. He said: “The National
Trust’s collection of buildings is both
unique and diverse, requiring special
skills, care and attention – and most of all
a love for buildings.
“I work in close collaboration with the
other regional lead building surveyors
to ensure we’re working in a consistent
fashion. We share ideas, knowledge and
techniques across the regions, so that
best practice is achieved across the
National Trust. It’s very collegiate and
requires new collaborations both inside
and outside of the organisation. Being
able to promote not just the vital work the
trust does for the nation, but the building
surveying profession as a whole, makes
the job incredibly inspiring.”
In coming months, we will be continuing
to develop a learning programme,
connecting the Conservation School, new
training provision and a second edition
of the Historic building conservation
guidance note (rics.org/hbcgn) to create
a comprehensive path to RICS-Certified
Historic Building Professional status. b
John Klahn is RICS Certifications
Development Manager
jklahn@rics.org

CLIVEDEN
CONSERVATION

The London Crown Glass Company specialises in providing
authentic glass for the windows of period buildings.
This glass, handblown using the traditional techniques
of the glass blowers, is speciﬁed by The National Trust,
the Crown Estates and indeed many others involved
in the conservation of Britain’s heritage.
Specify authentic period glass for your restoration projects.

THE LONDON CROWN GLASS COMPANY
21 Harpsden Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 1EE
Tel 01491 413227 Fax 01491 413228
www.londoncrownglass.co.uk

By appointment sculpture conservators to THE NATIONAL TRUST

To ad ve rtise con t a c t C h r i s C a i r n s +44 ( 0) 2 0 7 8 7 1 0 9 2 7 or c hrisc @wearesu nday. c om
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SHEET

BUILDING MATERIALS INFORMATION SHEET 6

This Materials Information Sheet
was compiled by Vanesa Gonzalez
of Historic Environment Scotland,
Content Manager for the Engine Shed –
Scotland’s building conservation centre
vanesa.gonzalez@hes.scot

Slate
Summary

Slate is a strong, impermeable and durable roofing material that has been widely used in the UK for centuries. It was the most popular
roofing material in the country until the decline of the slate industry in the middle of the 20th century and the introduction of material
from overseas, as well as cheaper artificial products such as interlocking concrete tiles. UK slate-bearing regions include Cumbria,
Wales and Scotland.

Geology
Slate is a suitable roof covering material because it can be easily split into thin
layers of impermeable slabs.
Slate is a metamorphic rock, which, like sedimentary rocks, begins to
develop with the accumulation of fine sediments on the seabed or riverbed
to create a mudstone. In the case of slate, these sediments tend to be a
variety of clay minerals or argillaceous stone. The vertical pressure from the
top layers on the lower ones creates bedding panes that run parallel to the
original layer, also known as shale.
When shale is exposed to high temperatures and horizontal pressures from
movements on the earth’s crust, it becomes slate. The bedding panes then
twist and fold, realigning the mineral composition and thus creating cleavage
panes or “slaty cleavage”, which allows the material to be split into thin sheets.
Extracted slate can vary widely in terms of appearance and quality, not only
from quarry to quarry but also within working pits in the same quarry. Physical
characteristics such as colour, texture and thickness can be indicative of the
origin of the slate. The application of slate as a roof covering also varies from
region to region, as shown in Table 1.

Testing slate

In 2014, the British Standard for slate BS EN 12326, was updated. The
document (https://bit.ly/2M5U3lj) has two parts, the second of which looks at
testing attributes for slates. There are three areas that are critical.
bb Presence of pyrites: oxidation of pyrites can alter the stability of slate. To
assess whether this is an issue, slates undergo a thermal cycling test, in which
they are soaked and dried several times and the level of corrosion of the
pyrites is assessed. If the material does not show structural or colour changes
it is coded T1; T2 if it might showcase some colour changes due to oxidation,
but not structural change; or T3 if it might develop structural changes and
therefore become permeable.
bb Acid exposure: this test evaluates the ability of slate to resist atmospheric
pollutants. Slates with a carbonate content of more than 20% are not deemed
suitable as a roof covering.
bb Water absorption: in this test, slates are submerged in water for a period
of time and the amount they absorb is measured. A good-quality slate won’t
absorb any more than 0.6%.

Durability and decay

Slate is generally a tough material, which has been proven to have a lifespan
of hundreds of years. However, a number of factors can lead to general failure
of a roof, including:
bb mechanical damage after adverse weather, collisions from falling objects
or foot traffic on the roof surface
bb delamination of slate, which is the way that the material naturally decays
through time. b

Table 1
Physical characteristics of slate according to origin
Ballachulish (Scotland)
Colour

Dark grey

Surface

Presence of lineation (well-marked grain)
and even surface

Texture

Medium

Pyrites

Plenty of pyrite presence, medium size

Easdale (Scotland)
Colour

Dark blue/grey; superficial weathering
can tint it brown

Surface

Even and smooth surface, sometimes
rough; well-marked lineation

Texture

Varies from smooth to strong crenulation

Pyrites

Abundance of pyrites that are consistent
in size

Highland Boundary Fault (Scotland)
Colour

Wide range of colours, including blue,
grey, green and purple

Surface

Even and smooth with no grain; presence
of bedding is common

Texture

Fine/medium texture; Highland border
presents the finest texture found in
indigenous Scottish slate

Pyrites

Very rare

Banff–Aberdeenshire (Scotland)
Colour

Sombre, dark blue/grey

Surface

Rough surface without lineation; thickest
of the Highland slate

Texture

Coarse texture

Pyrites

Very rare

Welsh Grey/Purple
Colour

Grey/purple

Surface

Smooth and matt

Texture

Fine

Pyrites

None

English Cumbrian
Colour

Blue-grey to green-grey

Surface

Rough matt

Texture

Distinctive colour and texture due to its
volcanic origins

Pyrites

None
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UPDATE

Heritage Agenda is compiled by Henry
Russell OBE FRICS, Department of
Real Estate and Planning, University of
Reading and Co-chair of the Heritage
Alliance’s Spatial Planning Advocacy
Group. He is also Chair of Gloucester
Diocesan Advisory Committee for the
Care of Churches and a member of the
Church Buildings Council.
h.j.g.russell@reading.ac.uk

Historic England revises guidance
Streets for All, which provides guidance
on the design of the public realm in
sensitive historic locations, has been
revised by Historic England alongside its
regional counterparts.
The guidance looks at improving
public spaces without harming their
valued character, including specific

recommendations for works to surfaces,
street furniture, new equipment,
traffic management infrastructure and
environmental improvements. The
regional documents provide local advice
and case studies, and cover traditional
local paving materials.
The body has also revised 3D Laser
Scanning for Heritage, which advises on
the use of the technology in archaeology
and architecture. It now looks at advances
made since 2011 such as the speed,
resolution, mobility and portability of
modern laser scanning systems and their
integration with other sensor solutions.
The updated guidance should assist
archaeologists, conservators and other
cultural heritage professionals who are
unfamiliar with 3D laser scanning in
making the best possible use of this now
highly developed technique.
n https://bit.ly/2zxk9Zw
n https://bit.ly/2uEAnxd

Better Buildings Partnership
publishes energy advice
Historic buildings pose particular
challenges for retrofitting to improve
energy performance, presenting both
legal and technical issues if listed or
otherwise protected.
The Better Buildings Partnership’s
Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards and
Heritage Properties, published in May, is

a useful guide to interpreting the law on
this matter. It also explains that energy
performance certificates are principally
designed to cover modern buildings, so
need to be used carefully by appropriate
experts when it comes to buildings of
traditional construction.
n https://bit.ly/2KXkc5f

Church backs volunteer skills pilot
We rely on an army of untrained
local volunteers to maintain the UK’s
ecclesiastical heritage, much of it
grade I listed. Following the review
by Bernard Taylor, Sustainability of
English Churches and Cathedrals, the
government has introduced a pilot
programme of fabric and community
advisors to help give volunteers some
expertise in assessing maintenance
needs and carrying out required work.
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The pilot schemes are taking place
in Manchester and Suffolk, the former
in an urban area and the latter in a
rural one.
Even if the project is deemed a
success, however, the government
will not provide full funding to roll
the scheme out across England, so
strategic planning will be required to
determine the best areas to target.
n https://bit.ly/2lUtGAx
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English
planning policy
changes due
The government has been
consulting on revisions to
the National Planning Policy
Framework for England, and as this
issue went to press its publication
was due in the autumn.
The heritage lobby has had
meetings with civil servants at the
Ministry of Housing, Communities
& Local Government and has been
reassured that, despite changes
to the wording of the introductory
sections, no reduction to heritage
protection is intended.
n https://bit.ly/2Fr9Vvu

Cadw issues
fresh guidance
Cadw has published a wide range of
new best practice advice on subjects
such as managing world heritage sites,
the setting of heritage assets and
heritage impact assessments. The
guidance covers technical matters
including local roofing materials and
window glass.
These are short documents that
should be treated as introductions to
the relevant topic as they do not provide
sources of further advice.
n https://bit.ly/2NERmVN

Gutter and roof
refurbishment systems
Certiﬁed and guaranteed to extend your
building lifecycle.

Sharmans systems
for speciﬁers

Supporting you

Sharmans provide best-in-class gutter and roof
refurbishment systems.
Our tried and tested systems have extended building
lifecycles for over 20 years providing speciﬁers and
end users with complete peace of mind.
Sharmans national team of Technical Services
Managers provide full project management to
ensure total quality assurance at every stage
of the process, from initial speciﬁcation through
to installation.
Backed by our market leading range of
guarantees, we put customer service at the heart
of our business.

• On-site survey support
• Condition reports
• Speciﬁcation design
• Project management
• Site inspections
• CPDs
• Guarantees

Our systems
Plygene
gutterline

Seamsil
cut edge

Delcote
coating

Delglaze
rooﬂight

Providing permanent
gutter leak prevention.
25 year guarantee.

Cut edge corrosion.
15 year guarantee.

Full roof coatings.
20 year guarantee.

Rooﬂight coatings.
10 year guarantee.

®

®

®

®

Call: 01298 812371
Visit: hdsharman.co.uk

Why BBA Matters To You
THE BRITISH BOARD OF AGRÉMENT IS AN
INDEPENDENT TESTING AND NOTIFICATION
BODY FOR UK CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS.
A BBA Certificate means that a product has been
thoroughly tested for its fitness for purpose.
Finally, a BBA Approved
Cut Edge Corrosion Treatment
Incredible, but true, Liquasil’s
Flexlap is the only BBA Approved
cut edge corrosion treatment on
the market.

Metal Roof Coating

Asbestos Roof Coating

The first metal roof coating to
achieve BBA Approval.

Asbestoseal is now firmly
established as the only BBA
Approved asbestos roof coating,
having gained BBA approval in 2015.

Based on the same hardened
silicone technology as Flexlap,
moss, lichen and graffiti are
It uses an epoxy based marine
permanently banished, since
coating to actively treat and prevent
nothing sticks to the coated surface.
rust, along with a unique, hardened,
It can be used on vertical cladding.
coloured silicone top coat to
Single coat application significantly
provide long lasting protection
reduces installation time and costs.
against corrosion.

Made for asbestos cement,
Asbestoseal first treats the
corroded fixings, seals all cracks
and small holes and permanently
encapsulates and seals the surface,
significantly extending the life of
the roof.

PRODUCT-ONLY GUARANTEES

INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEES as standard on most Liquaqsil
installations.
These are low-cost policies that

These offer no protection for the
professional specifier, the installer
or the client.

offer very little protection. They
effectively insure against contractor
insolvency and only pay out in very
limited circumstances.

Understanding Guarantees

If a product fails, a manufacturing
defect has to be proven and even
then, only the cost of replacement
material is provided.
Who pays for labour and access?

Underwritten by an A-Rated, Lloyds
of London insurer, it provides
single-point cover for replacement
materials, safe access, labour and
professional design.

UNIQUE LIQUASIL LATENT
DEFECTS INSURANCE GUARANTEE CPDs and More Information
Designed to protect the specifier,
the client and the contractor, this
unique guarantee is provided

Liquasil offers free, Accredited CPD
sessions nationwide and at our own
premises in Solihull.

For more information, please visit liquasil.com or call one of our building surveyors on 0121 709 535
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