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Signing off

After six years as Chair
of the RICS Building
Conservation Forum, it is
time for me to sign off and
reflect on my experience,
as well as thanking the
volunteers and the lovely
RICS staff – Alan Cripps,
Elspeth Rumary and
Hannah Matthews-Jones –
who have supported me.
I also wanted to offer
some assistance to the
next Chair. For instance, I
was shocked at the number
of complaints I fielded in
the first few weeks in the
role: I was told that RICS
should be doing this or that,
that surveyors in general
were undertrained, or that
I should be dealing with
particular problems.
Although the complaints
have become less frequent
in recent years they now
encourage me, because
most people who are
moved to complain care
very deeply indeed about
RICS, its standards, building
conservation and how the
Chair views the profession.
Resolving complaints can
be the most satisfying part
of the job – and I hope you
feel that I did my best.
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I have been in this
role through a time of
considerable austerity,
and observed the impact
on our sector. However,
the projects in which I
have been involved – such
as VAT consultations,
heritage protection
reform, developing RICS’
accreditation mentor
project, sharing resources
with other professional
bodies and the Penfold
Review of development
consents – are all about
doing better with less.
Regardless of resources,
some projects succeed
and some fall away. What
makes the difference is
partly the quality of an idea,
but critically whether or not
people will commit to it.
The mentoring project,
for instance, saw a dozen
accredited surveyors
mentor and support
the next generation of
surveyors, and it proved
to be a success – the
numbers in the scheme
have nearly doubled –
thanks to the commitment
that was demonstrated and
encouraged by John Klahn
and Heidi Shankster.
They have worked
with many RICS member
volunteers over the years;
a full list appears at
communities.rics.org. All
these people have provided
exceptional training, and
often found that teaching is
the best form of learning.

Lynda Jubb
is the outgoing Chair of the RICS
Building Conservation Forum and
Director and a chartered surveyor at
Jubb & Jubb Ltd
lynda@jubbandjubb.co.uk

From personal
experience, I have observed
that if we build the sector,
it will expand in influence
and improve the lives of
everyone involved. I owe
huge gratitude to all those
who have shown me what
commitment means and
how it works.
Finally, a big “thank you”
to the forum for asking
me to share the good
times, and work with such
amazing folk. Launching
Heritage Works with
Historic England, providing
CPD, addressing a select
committee on repairs for
the Palace of Westminster
and helping sift the Heritage
Angel Awards are all
achievements that spring
to mind.
The best task, however,
has been coordinating the
board as it helps prepare
the journal and the summer
school. It liaises regularly
with client groups, other
RICS professional groups
and external organisations,
all the while contributing
to developments in
accreditation, policy
consultations, guidance and
RICS awards.
It has been a worthwhile
experience and I do
recommend it – if you
can get through the first
few weeks. Thank you,
members of RICS Building
Conservation Forum, for
an experience that I will
treasure forever. C
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Conservation skills
and education

Education is at the heart of the heritage profession, says Henry Russell

Heritage homework

T

he care of historic
buildings is a key
skill in its own
right. Most of the
built environment
professions have
recognised this and
have established
conservation accreditation schemes for
members; such accreditation is often
necessary for those working in certain
sectors or managing projects that are
supported by grants. RICS can take pride
in the knowledge that it started the first
accreditation scheme in 1992.
There are now four accreditation
schemes for architects – the Architects
Accredited in Building Conservation
programme, and those run by the Royal
Institute of British Architects, the Royal
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland
and the Royal Institute of the Architects
of Ireland. Civil and structural engineers
have a joint scheme, and the Chartered
Institute of Architectural Technologists
operates another.
Postgraduate conservation skills
training has been available since the
University of York’s building conservation
master’s course started in the 1970s.
Most other courses date from the 1990s,
and one of these is RICS’ postgraduate
diploma in building conservation; although
this no longer exists in the same format,
the University of Reading’s MSc course
closely resembles it.

Heritage protection
Since the introduction of modern town
planning legislation in the 1940s, changes
continue to be made to enhance the
protection of historic buildings and
landscapes. The current regime of listing
buildings dates from the late 1940s, and
the Civic Amenities Act 1967 extended
this approach to conservation areas. The
protection of monuments by scheduling is
much older.
The primary conservation legislation in
England is the Planning (Listed Buildings
and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, as
amended; Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland each has its own legislation.
Policy and guidance has developed
more rapidly. For years, we were well
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served by Planning Policy Guidance
(PPG) 15, which applied to historic
buildings, and PPG 16, which applied to
archaeology, and these were replaced by
Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 5 when
the draft Heritage Protection Bill was
published in 2008. Although the latter
never saw its way to the statute book,
PPS 5 introduced us to the new language
of “heritage assets”.

This short document provides guidance
for education and training programmes
for professionals and craftspeople.
Its 14 brief guidelines are founded on
understanding buildings and structures,
making balanced judgements, the
technical skills that are needed for
repair and conservation, and devising
management strategies.

Historic context

As a starting point, programmes
cover conservation philosophy and
approaches, which comprise the theory
underpinning all conservation activities.
An understanding of building history from
both the architectural and construction
points of view is essential, as quirks of the
building may be readily explained.
The legal and policy frameworks
relating to historic buildings are
imperative to learning as well. Protection
of the historic environment is largely
exercised through the planning
system, with separate consent regimes
for scheduled monuments, and
understanding these processes as well
ensures projects can proceed smoothly.
Practical conservation skills are central
to most programmes. The ability to
understand and assess the condition of
traditional buildings and the materials
and techniques used to build them helps
professionals deal with the bulk of our
existing building stock, whether listed
or not.
Many programmes will encourage
students and those early in their graduate
careers to consider how historic buildings
can be made more energy-efficient.
While protected buildings are exempt
from Part L of the Building Regulations,
it makes economic and ethical sense
to ensure they achieve the best energy
performance within the limitations of their
structure and historic interest.
Heritage management is a broad
term. It concerns the way in which the
historic environment can accommodate
changes and respond to new pressures.
At a strategic level it may involve
the production of a conservation
management plan – which is often
required for major projects, especially
those with grant funding. At an everyday

The Council on Training in Architectural
Conservation (COTAC) has played a
key role in developing conservation
education, principally at postgraduate
level. While COTAC has facilitated some
postgraduate building conservation
programmes, entry to the surveying,
planning, architectural or engineering
professions requires a wider range
of basic skills to be demonstrated.
Conservation education is a later
specialisation for most professionals.
However, a number of universities
now offer some conservation modules
as part of their undergraduate courses,
and these tend to be popular where they
do exist. Given that the UK construction
industry is equally divided between
new-build properties and the
refurbishment of existing stock,
practitioners need to understand
construction materials and techniques
from all historic periods.
Conservation programmes in the UK
base their courses on the Guidelines for
Education and training in the conservation
of Monuments, Ensembles and Sites,
published by the International Council
on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) in
1993 (http://bit.ly/2pCzYEI). Its language
is international and monuments in this
context include historic buildings.
Students on a field trip at Lydiard
Tregoze Church, Swindon, Wiltshire

Course content
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Students at Avebury stone
circle, Wiltshire

Students visit Bletchley Park code-breaking
centre, Buckinghamshire

level, facilities and maintenance
management may also be covered.
Other subjects that may be addressed
are contracts, as well as procurement
and design in historic contexts. There
are special considerations for heritage
projects when it comes to procuring
works, and many procedures that are
normally used in the wider construction
industry need to be modified when it
comes to historic buildings; indeed,
many may not be appropriate at all.
Where students have no design training,
ensuring that they have the necessary
understanding can be best achieved by
teaching them design evaluation.

Challenges
Three factors have posed problems in
conservation education in recent years.
The first is the increased breadth of
skills that are required by conservation
practitioners. Education providers have
responded to this in different ways. Some
programmes have specialised in aspects
of technical conservation, for example;
they may provide skills in timber framing
or the management of conservation
construction projects.
Others may take a heritage
management position, tackling
conservation from more of a strategic
planning point of view. Other programmes
again offer elective modules so students
can choose their own specialist areas,
such as design, procurement and
management of heritage assets.
Conservation draws on many
disciplines and there is the opportunity
for course directors to consult academic
colleagues in other departments such
as real estate, planning, archaeology,
construction, architecture and history.
Where this collaboration is possible in
universities, it can give added depth to
the programme content.
The second challenge, one of the
most significant, is in the way we assess
historic buildings for their capacity to
Images © Henry Russell

accommodate change. There has been
a shift from regarding the historic fabric
of a building as sacrosanct towards a
values-based approach. Much of this can
be inferred from the ICOMOS Venice
Charter of 1964, as developed in the
Australia–ICOMOS Burra charter.
Modern international conservation
policy and practice is founded on the
Venice Charter, but this was developed
in the Burra Charter in 1979 to take into
account sites such as the eponymous
former tin-mining settlement in South
Australia, where there are no buildings
of outstanding architectural importance,
rather, a rich array of commerce, industry
and social values.
This approach is now firmly embedded
in planning policy, so any proposed
changes or alterations to an historic
building must be justified in these
terms. Maintaining the historic fabric
will of course remain a key priority.
Deriving from section 1 of the 1990
act, the statutory test in England is the
impact that a change will have on the
architectural and historic interest of the
building, but legislation has yet to catch
up with current policy and practice.
There is a hierarchy of primary
legislation, secondary legislation, policy
and then guidance. In England, the
National Planning Policy Framework and
supplementary guidance have taken the
lead; the wider range of values come into
play when applying for grants.
The Heritage Lottery Fund, for
example, will require consideration
of values including social, spiritual,
landscape, environmental, technological,
to name a few. Conservation practitioners
who can think in these terms will have a
skill set that enables them to articulate a
case for change.
The last challenge involves the
changing dynamics of heritage
management. Local authority
conservation officers have declined in
numbers over the last decade. Data

from the Institute for Historic Building
Conservation shows that there are 33%
fewer conservation officers working for
local authorities than there were in 2006.
Some have none at all, so heritage work
there will be carried out by in-house
planners or external consultants.
The significance of this is that the
source of conservation planning advice
is shifting from local authorities to the
private sector. This change may be
exacerbated if proposals for independent
consultation to process listed building
consent applications are implemented.
Conservation students need to have
the basic technical skills, but they must
be prepared for a changing professional
world in which they can justify their
actions against more sophisticated
standards. The wider use of building
information modelling in the heritage
sector and the effects of climate change
on the historic environment are posing
fresh challenges.
In such a complex area of practice,
they also need to be aware that standard
approaches are rarely right. Those
looking to pursue a career in this field
need to know when to ask for expert
advice, making working in conservation a
satisfying career, where no task or day is
the same. C

Henry Russell OBE FRICS is director of the MSc
Conservation of the Historic Environment
programme at the University of Reading.
h.j.g.russell@reading.ac.uk

Related competencies include
Conservation and restoration
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School’s on for summer

T

Marianne Suhr introduces the Building Conservation Summer School

he Building
Conservation
Summer School
organised by
RICS began with
a chance meeting
between myself and
Stephen Boniface, a
chartered building surveyor, at the finals
of BBC2’s Restoration in 2003.
We both lamented the profession’s
lack of awareness of traditional repair,
particularly among graduate building
surveyors. We enlisted Adrian Stenning, a
chartered quantity surveyor, and Matthew
McKaig, a chartered surveyor from RICS
South West, to help organise the first
Building Conservation Summer School in
2004, joining forces with the Society for
the Protection of Ancient Buildings to run
a series of expert lectures.

Now in its 13th year, the school is
a fixture in RICS’ calendar, training
more than 500 surveyors and other
professionals over four days. Historical
lectures and technical discussions
cover areas such as damp, conservation
philosophy, decay, structural diagnosis
and energy efficiency, with specialised
presentations considering particular
materials such as stone, glass and brick.
There is also a “lime day”, when everyone
can get their hands dirty mixing mortars
and plasters and has a chance to wield
a trowel, led by myself and conservation
builders Cliff Blundell and Sean Wheatley.
The highlight of the week is always the
evening tour of Cirencester with artist,
sculptor and conservation practitioner
Rory Young, ending with wine and a look
around his house where art, craft and
architecture make for a unique building.

Although it began with graduate
surveyors in mind, the school is relevant
to a variety of disciplines and ages, and
allows experienced surveyors to develop
specialist knowledge or get up to speed
on current issues. As a result of increased
interest from such practitioners, we added
a further lecture day to the course last
year to look at a range of case studies,
giving an opportunity to hear about the
challenges faced when taking on work of
this kind and how to overcome them.
This year’s school takes place in the
charming surroundings of the Royal
Agricultural College in Cirencester. We
look forward to welcoming you. C
Marianne Suhr is a chartered building surveyor
at the Old House Consultancy
marianne@oldhouseconsultancy.co.uk

RICS & SPAB Building
Conservation Summer
School
10-14 September 2017
Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester
Conference chairs The Whitworth Partnership LLP Conservation Surveyor
Stephen Boniface FRICS and The Old House Consultancy Building Surveyor
Marianne Suhr will introduce this ﬁve day event with leading experts in the
ﬁeld, designed to provide you with a greater understanding of building
conservation philosophy and techniques, and new skills to use within the
workplace.
Our programme will allow you to beneﬁt from the ability to tailor your agenda
to include lectures, case studies, practical workshops and site visits.

Join us and book online at: rics.org/summerschool
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Alan Forster explains the necessity of understanding materials, ahead of our new
series of information sheets

I

The facts of the matter
t is easy to
forget the
role that
materials play
in our built
environment.
They are
culturally
engrained, to the extent that
they frame the epochs of
human development – the
Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages
– and are used frequently
in idioms with positive
associations such as “carved
in stone” or “good as gold”.
Materials are integral to the
pattern, texture and identity
of the world’s architecture,
shaping the way we design
and build. Materials and
construction innovation has
therefore enabled significant
leaps in design and aesthetic
expression, for instance, with
reinforced concrete allowing
fluidity of architectural form,
or the invention of float glass
technologies revolutionising
internal natural lighting.
Materials underpin our
professional practice and are
fundamental for construction,
repair and ultimately, recycling
and reuse. The materials
that we select can only be
evaluated effectively if we
have an implicit practical and
scientific understanding of
their properties.
Today, materials form an
increasingly important role in
fabric-first low-carbon design
for historic and contemporary
architecture. It is clearly a
design aspiration to specify
low-carbon materials that are
exceptionally durable. Yet all
materials deteriorate, and this
process is encapsulated in the
law of entropy, characterised
by increasing disorder in a
system with the passage of
time. Climate and the efficacy
of design, specification

Brick

Harl and
limewash

Concrete

Sandstone

Stained glass

Entropy in action:
corrosion

and construction play an
important role in accelerating
or arresting entropy.
Understanding materials’
performance and the way
they will deteriorate is a
time-honoured requirement.
Indeed, the Italian author
and architect Leon Battista
Alberti described the
“engines” of material decay
as “damp, frost, and storm”
compounded by the ”error
of mind and hand” in The
Ten Books of Architecture
in 1452. Materials, design,
construction and climate are
first-order considerations for
sustainable architecture, and
if the right choices are to be
made they must be given the
required analysis.
It is not easy to develop
a taxonomy for building
materials; traditional attempts
to classify them, though, have
included opposing pairs of
properties such as: organic or
inorganic; natural or artificial;

Terracotta

structural or non-structural;
porous or non-porous; and
elastic or inelastic.
Pragmatically speaking,
common material groups
include: concrete and
mortars; masonry materials
such as stone, brick and
ceramic; timber; metals
and their alloys; polymers;
composites; glass; structural
and non-structural unfired
earth; and roofing materials
such as slate and thatch.
These can be further
subdivided into innumerable
other types, such as
limestones and sandstones;
hardwoods and softwoods;
combed wheat reed and
longstraw, and so on.
The purpose of the Building
Conservation Journal’s new
series of materials information
sheets (MIS), which begins
in the next issue with a look
at glass, is to distil selective
yet significant information
relating to individual materials’

properties. The sheets
will include information on
manufacture, major uses, and
decay and defects.
Together, the MIS series
will offer a valuable resource
for building surveying
practitioners and direct
them to additional reading
on the subject. We will cover
the materials commonly
encountered by practitioners,
and as such, we would
welcome your views on
materials topics: please email
journals@rics.org C

Dr Alan Forster is Associate
Professor in the School of Energy,
Geoscience, Infrastructure and
Society at Heriot-Watt University
and Programme Director for the
MSc in Building Conservation
(Technology & Management).
a.m.forster@hw.ac.uk
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F inancing conservation

It could be
you …
Sara Crofts reveals the impact the
Heritage Lottery Fund has had on the
sector over the past two decades, and
the opportunities it offers for supporting
future conservation work

S

ince 1994, the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) has
awarded £7.1bn to more
than 40,000 projects
from National Lottery
proceeds. Projects
funded have included
restoring natural
landscapes, rescuing neglected buildings,
recording diverse community histories
and providing specialist training.
By understanding, valuing and sharing
heritage, people can be brought together;
taking pride in communities and boosting
investment in local economies. We believe
that our heritage should be protected for
the future, and our aim is that everyone
should have the chance to explore and
look after it.
Highlights of our first 20 years include:
bb millions of people engaging with
heritage, including nearly a quarter of a
million volunteers
Stevens Windmill
in Burwell,
Cambridgeshire,
received money
from the HLF

bb more than 3,000 people undertaking
work-based training in heritage skills
bb more than 19,500 historic buildings
and monuments have been restored
bb the revitalisation of more than 850
public parks
bb in excess of 3,200 projects have been
funded to help conserve threatened
habitats and species.
Through our grant programmes, we
fund the full breadth of heritage in the
UK, investing in skills and growth and
helping heritage organisations thrive.
We are committed to ensuring that all
communities across the UK benefit from
lottery funding, and to recognising and
responding to local priorities.
Under our strategic framework for
2013–18 (http://bit.ly/2pDazul), we provide
a range of grant programmes that allow
us to protect the heritage you care about.
Our goal is to make a lasting difference
for people and communities, as well
maintaining our high standards as a
responsive and collaborative funder.
Using a strategic framework rather
than a plan enables us to provide
certainty as to how we will deploy our
resources while remaining flexible. It
also lets us update existing programmes,
introduce new initiatives and balance
our ongoing programmes with targeted
interventions when the need or
opportunity arises.

Funding for historic buildings
Looking after historic buildings can help
save the places people enjoy visiting;
providing communities with facilities they
need. At HLF, we are keen to support
projects that give a new lease of life to
historic buildings.
Our funding has helped to repair
structures as varied as London’s
3 2 J U LY/A U G U S T 2 0 1 7

Brockwell Park lido and the last
surviving court of back-to-back housing
in Birmingham. Conserving historic
buildings can kick-start regeneration
too. Transforming local landmarks
such as Belfast’s St George’s Market
(see image, above) and the De La Warr
Pavilion in Bexhill has drawn in more
visitors to these special places and
created hundreds of jobs, as can be
seen in the project evaluation reports
that we receive. At Middleport Pottery in
Stoke-on-Trent for instance, HLF’s £1.5m
investment in the flagship regeneration
project has saved 50 jobs and created 66
more already.
Over the past two decades, HLF
funding has:
bb repaired and transformed the historic
buildings central to many communities
bb given hundreds of historic places of
worship a new lease of life
bb allowed volunteers to try their hand at
building conservation
bb helped to remove historic assets from
the Heritage at Risk registers
bb regenerated dozens of historic
town centres
bb supported the care and maintenance
of a variety of local war memorials.

Key programmes
bb Our Heritage: an Our Heritage grant
of £10,000–£100,000 can help you
protect and share local heritage that
you care about. Projects can focus on
anything from personal memories and
cultural traditions to archaeological
sites, museum collections and rare
wildlife. Under Our Heritage, we can
accept applications from not-for-profit
organisations and private owners of
heritage and partnerships. If individuals or
for-profit organisations are involved, the
public benefit from the project must be
Images © HLF (left); Shutterstock (above)
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greater than any private gain.
bb Heritage Grants: this programme is
for larger heritage projects of any kind
with awards of more than £100,000. The
programme can support a wide range
of possible projects, including rescuing
an historic building, breathing new life
into an archive collection, setting up an
archaeological dig, helping people learn
long-lost traditional skills, looking after
rare species and habitats and much
more. Applications to our Heritage Grants
programme go through a two-round
process. This means that people can
apply at an early stage in the planning of
their project and get an idea of whether it
is likely to be funded before they commit
resources to it. Applicants can also ask
for funding to develop their project at the
first round so they can work up suitably
detailed and well-informed proposals for
their second-round application.
bb Heritage Enterprise: the cost of
repairing a neglected historic building
is often so high that conservation and
re-use are simply not commercially viable.
The Heritage Enterprise programme
makes such schemes possible by funding
some of the repair costs with grants of
between £100,000 and £5m.
Not-for-profit organisations are
encouraged to work with private partners
to repair derelict historic places and
give them productive and sustainable
new uses. The aim of this relatively new
programme, introduced in 2012, is to
generate economic growth, creating jobs
and opportunities in those places that
need it the most. An initial analysis of
the first three years of the programme
indicates that it is helping to create more
than 620 jobs and in excess of 19,000
trainee opportunities.

The Bishop’s Gate Hotel
To consider one project by way of
illustration, the Northern Counties
building in Derry/Londonderry, Northern
Ireland, which had been vacant and
derelict since 2006, has been brought
back to life thanks to investment from our
Heritage Enterprise programme. It is now
a 31-bedroom hotel, situated in the heart
of the historic walled city.
Its redevelopment marked a major
milestone for both the regeneration of
Derry/Londonderry and the Heritage
Enterprise scheme. The plan to transform
the Northern Counties was the first
to secure an award from the scheme,
comprising £784,000 in 2014. Now, with
the major construction and restoration
work completed, this much-loved but
neglected building has become an

already done by Inner City Trust in the
Garden of Reflection [an external public
art area] and the internal gallery area at
No. 16 Bishop Street.”

Statistics

93%

see heritage as
important to “the
country”

81%

see heritage as
important to “me
personally’

80%

say local heritage
makes their area a
better place to live

64%
76%

think local heritage
has got better while
they have lived in
the area
of lottery players rate
the HLF-supported
projects in their area
as good or excellent
value for money

Source: 20 Years in 12 Places
economic asset for the city.
HLF investment ensured that vital
repairs and conservation work to the
18th-century building became viable,
enabling experienced businesses to
occupy the commercial spaces that the
project created.
The HLF grant is also supporting jobs,
training opportunities and enhancing
Derry/Londonderry’s tourism offer. More
than 130 people were employed during
the construction phase, which would have
involved architects, quantity surveyors
and structural engineers to name a few
professions, with the hotel business itself
creating around 60 new jobs, boosting
the local economy.
The hotel, which opened in March
2016, hopes to draw more visitors to
this part of the city, sparking further
regeneration. According to the applicant’s
project evaluation report, “the presence
of a thriving hotel is helping to turn the
oft-mooted concept of a Cathedral
Quarter into a reality and the blossoming
artistic and cultural concerns around
Pump Street and London Street are
adding further to our tourism offer. The
hotel perfectly complements the work

Research
In addition to awarding grants, we also
commission research and evaluation
work to help us develop our strategy and
support the wider heritage sector. This
also helps us understand how our grant
programmes are working and the effects
that the projects we fund are having for
heritage, people and communities.
A good example is our 20 Years in 12
Places report (http://bit.ly/2q7e66S),
which revealed that the UK’s heritage
makes people happier about where they
live, putting it at the heart of shaping
and improving quality of life. This was a
significant piece of work commissioned
from BritainThinks, which carried out
research in 12 locations across the UK.
More than 4,000 people responded,
and surveys and workshops were used
to find out what people now think about
heritage and the local projects that HLF
has supported.
The research confirms that people see
heritage as an asset that directly benefits
their quality of life, boosting economies
with tourism and employment, making
places more visually attractive, providing
family leisure opportunities, helping
people understand their own heritage,
instilling local pride and encouraging
social cohesion.
For these varied reasons, we will
continue to honour our commitment to
making a lasting difference to heritage,
people and communities as we start to
develop our thinking for our next strategic
framework, which will be launched in
2019. Consultations about the shape
and content of this will begin later this
year, and we would be delighted to
hear from as broad a range of heritage
professionals as possible. C

Sara Crofts is Head of Historic
Environment at HLF
sara.crofts@hlf.org.uk

Related competencies include
Conservation and restoration
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UPDATE
Historic England consults
Historic England has been consulting on
new guidance on enabling development,
which allow development in locations
where it would otherwise be contrary to
local plan policies, so as to fund repairs
to an historic building.
The general principles are well
established, but this guidance sets
enabling development firmly in the
context of sustainability, as defined by
the National Planning Policy Framework
– notably, paragraphs 6 and 7 of the
NPPF (http://bit.ly/1rESt8S). The useful
short summary of policy has been
removed, and the text largely rewritten,
with revised guidance on market testing
and development appraisals.
Historic England has also issued
draft guidance on the curtilage of listed
buildings. UK law provides that buildings
and structures dating from before July
1948 within the curtilage of a listed
building are to be treated as part of that
building. The extent of curtilage was
not defined in list descriptions, however,
and has been the subject of many legal
decisions over the years.

In its draft guidance, Historic England
states that the courts have stipulated
that three key factors are to be
considered when assessing whether
a structure or object is within the
curtilage of a listed building:
bb the physical layout of the listed
building and the structure
bb its ownership, both historically and
at the date of listing
bb the use or function of the relevant
buildings, again both historically and at
the date of listing, in particular whether
or not the use of the structure was
ancillary to – that is, subordinate to
and dependent on – the purposes of
the listed building at the date of listing;
these tests were first proposed in
Attorney-General ex rel. Sutcliffe and
Others v Calderdale Borough Council
[1982] 46 PCR 399, as accepted by
Debenhams Plc v Westminster City
Council [1987] AC 396.
The guidance provides hypothetical
examples to illustrate the application of
these factors.

Places of worship funding revised
The Heritage Lottery Fund
(HLF) has made important
changes to the operation
of the Grants for Places of
Worship. The current scheme
will close in September, and
places of worship will be
directed to the existing HLF
programmes Our Heritage,
which is for projects requiring
up to £100,000, and Heritage
Grants, up to £5m.
HLF says the new process
will require a one-stage
application rather than the current two. There will be no requirement for partnership
funding. HLF will be discussing the transition from the old scheme to the new with
churches and bodies representing places of worship.
Concerns have been expressed by ecclesiastical organisations that the loss of
ring-fenced funds will disadvantage small churches, which are not skilled at fund-raising.
Building Conservation Journal will report on any further developments.
n http://bit.ly/2nFKKsU
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HES guidance
highlighted

While there may be differences
in climate, architecture and law
between Scotland and the rest of the
UK, Historic Environment Scotland
(HES)’s suite of high-quality guidance
deserves wider dissemination.
bb Recent blazes in historic buildings
remind us of the need to carry out
fire risk assessments and to plan for
the event of one breaking out. HES’s
Fire Safety Management provides
general principles and advice on this.
bb Interiors offers advice on
assessing the importance of the
interiors of historic buildings, as well
as the different types of finish that
might be encountered.
bb Providing good access to historic
buildings may be a challenge, and
Accessibility sets out a logical
approach to assessing needs, as
well as considering reasonable
adjustments and how to implement
adaptations. Good design is often
necessary if adaptations are to be
successfully integrated with their
surroundings, and there plenty of
illustrations available to show how
buildings have been adapted.
For all documents in the Managing
Change in the Historic Environment
series, see:
n http://bit.ly/2hPMID4
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Building Surveyor - Cornwall
Salary dependant on experience + car allowance,
pension contribution and relocation assistance

A rare opportunity has arisen for a talented building surveyor to lead
the management of the Duchy’s portfolio of rural buildings in Devon
and Cornwall. The Duchy is passionate about the design and quality of
the buildings on its estates and is looking for an experienced surveyor
to lead a small professional team to ensure that all aspects of building
maintenance, refurbishment and new build are delivered to the
highest standards.
Applicants will need to be qualified members of the RICS and have
experience of managing residential, agricultural and rural commercial
properties. The estate has a large number of traditional and heritage
properties and the role would suit candidates with an empathy and
interest in traditional methods of construction.
The post is based at newly converted office premises in a beautiful
rural location in Cornwall, which provide an exceptional
working environment.
For further information, please visit the website. To apply, please
submit your CV along with a covering letter to the HR Manager:
recruitment@duchyofcornwall.org
By appointment sculpture conservators to THE NATIONAL TRUST

Closing date: 31st July 2017

We’ll get there faster
if we go together.
Developed and refined in collaboration
with our customers, our surveying
solutions streamline real-world reporting.
•
•
•
•

Do less. Get more done
Effortlessly eliminates errors
Controlled centrally for consistency
Compliance is a breeze

For more information on our full range of surveying solutions contact:
T +44 (0) 28 9049 4008 | E success@goreport.com | W www.goreport.com
To a d ve rtise con t a c t J a m e s C a n n o n +4 4( 0 ) 20 7 1 0 1 2 7 7 7 or jamesc @wearesu nday. c om
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Designed for Building Surveyors
by Building Surveyors
Asbestos Roofs
We understand industrial roofing so designed
our superior roof coatings to meet the needs
of the professional specifier.
Now, we’ve developed a
unique guarantee to match.
The single-point Liquasil
Latent Defects Insurance
Guarantee includes
materials, workmanship
and access.
Liquasil works. Guaranteed!

Call 0121 709 5352

Asbestoseal – the only
BBA Approved asbestos roof
coating on the market.
20 YEARS LATENT
DEFECTS
GUARANTEE

Metal Roofs
Complete metal
profiled roof refurbishment
system with unique hardened
silicone technology.
20 YEARS LATENT
DEFECTS
GUARANTEE

Cut Edge
Corrosion
Finally, a cut edge corrosion
solution that’s easier to apply
and is economical to use.
12 YEARS LATENT
DEFECTS
GUARANTEE
Liquasil Limited
Unit 3 Radway Industrial Estate
Radway Road, Solihull, West Midlands B90 4NR
t 0121 709 5352
e info@liquasil.com
www.liquasil.com
This document is intended only as a summary of the benefits of the insurance policy.
For full details of the policy and the cover it provides, please contact Building and Land Guarantees Ltd which is authorised and regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority and whose postal address is BLG House, 86A High Street, Whetstone, Leicester LE8 6LQ

